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CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 5440 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MASS, BE, CG 

SUBJECT: SHABA INVASION: MILITARY AID TO ZAIRE 
REF BRUSSELS 5042 (NOTAL) 

1 . DURING WIDE RANGING, USEFUL CONSULTATIONS WITH AMBASSADOR 
CUTLER MAY 26, BELGIAN MFA DIRECTOR GENERAL VENDEN BLOOCK 
SAID GOB WAS BEGINNING TO PONDER THE MILITARY LESSONS OF 
SHABA INVASION. HE EXPLAINED LIMITATIONS ON GOB FREEDOM 

OF ACTION TO RESPOND TO MOBUTU'S REQUEST FOR MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE (REFTEL). HE RE-STATED PRESENT POLICY, NAMELY 
TO KEEP TRAINING ASSISTANCE WITHIN EXISTING DEFENSE MINISTRY 
BUDGETARY CEILING WITH ANY PROGRAM CHANGES OR ADDITIONAL 
FUNDING DEFERRED UNTIL THE NEW BELGIAN GOVERNMENT IS FORMED. 
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ANY INCREASE IN MILITARY AID TO ZAIRE WOULD BE A "DIFFICULT" 

POLITICAL DECISION, HE SAID, IN LIGHT OF MOBUTU'S DECLINING 
POPULARITY AMONG BELGIANS. 

2. VANDEN BLOOCK SAID BELGIUM WOULD AWAIT FIRM CONCLUSIONS 
AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF JOINT ZAIRIAN/BELGIAN/FRENCH STUDY GROUP 
BEFORE MAKING ANY DECISIONS ON MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO ZAIRE. HE 
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THOUGHT THIS PROCESS WOULD TAKE CONSIDERABLE TIME AND SPECULATED 
RUEFULLY ON WHAT BELGIANS WOULD BE ABLE TO SAY TO MOBUTU WHO 
WILL ARRIVE JUNE 1 1 WITH OBVIOUSLY MORE TO SAY THAN "THANK YOU” 

TO GOB. HE SAID THE IDENTITY OF BELGIUM'S NEXT FOREIGN MINISTER 
(AN OLD CHUM OF MOBUTU'S LIKE FORMER PRIME MINISTER EDMUND 
LEBURTON PERHAPS?) WOULD HAVE CONSIDERABLE BEARING ON BELGIAN 
POLICY FOR ZAIRE. 

3. VANDEN BLOOCK, SAYING HE WAS EXPRESSING HIS OWN 

VIEWS, DISCUSSED FRANCE'S ROLE IN MEETING THE SHABA 

INVASION. HE CALLED THE ACTIVIST FRENCH REACTION AS 

"QUITE REVEALING" OF FRANCE’S AFRICAN POLICY WHICH HE SAID AIMED 

AT RETAINING A STRONG PRESENCE IN THE OLD FRANCOPHONE AFRICA. 

NOT EXCEPTING ZAIRE. IN THIS CONTEXT VANDEN BLOOCK WONDERED 
ALOUD WHETHER A SMALL COUNTRY LIKE BELGIUM WAS UP TO PLAYING A 
BIG-POWER ROLE IN ZAIRE, BUT CONCLUDED THAT BELGIUM WOULD 
"RELUCTANTLY" HAVE TO RESPOND TO ZAIRE’S REQUEST FOR FURTHER 
ASSISTANCE BECASUE "WE CANNOT ESCAPE FROM ACTING POSITIVELY TOWARDS 
ZAIRE IF OTHER DO." RENNER 
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